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clavus

D. A purple stripe on the tunica, which, for senators, was broad (latus, cf. laticlavius); for the equites,
narrow (angustus; cf. “angusticlavius). In the time of the emperors, however, the sons of the senators
and equites also, who were preparing for civil office, wore the latus clavus,” Liv. 9, 7, 9; Varr. L. L. 9, § 79
Mall.; Ov. Tr. 4, 10, 29 Jahn; cf. Hor. S. 1, 5, 36; 1, 6, 28; Quint. 11, 3, 138; Vell. 2, 88, 2; Suet. Aug. 94:
tunicam ita consuere, ut altera plagula sit angustis clavis, altera latis, Varr L. L. 9, § 47 Mill.—Hence the
phrase: latum clavum ab Caesare impetravi, i. e. | have become senator, Plin. Ep. 2, 9, 2; cf.: “clavum
alicui tribuere,” Suet. Claud. 24: “impetrare,” id. Vesp. 4: “adimere,” id. Tib. 35: “adipisci,” id. Vesp. 2.—
Rarely a purple stripe on bed or table cloths, Amm. 16, 8, 8.—

In medic. lang., a painful tumor or excrescence, a wart, a corn; on the feet, Cels. 5, 28, 14. clavis in
pedibus mederi, Plin. 20, 17, 71, § 184; 22, 23, 49, § 101 sq.; 26, 11, 66, § 106; 28, 16, 62, § 222; “on the
eye,” Cels. 6, 7, 12; “in the nose,” Plin. 24, 14, 77, § 126; “upon the neck of cattle,” Col. 6, 14, 6; “in
sheep,” id. 7, 5, 11.—Also a disease of the olive-tree, Plin. 17, 24, 37, § 223.—
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